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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 








Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 8, 

CITIZENS, Year 3, of the Spanish Revolution. 
A WEEKLY Address you will receive from me with such 
information and observation as I can.make successively, - 
upon such matters as interest you under the title and ap- 
pellation of Republicans. I will record each event and 
incident that weighs either for or against us, pointing out 
such means, from time to time, as will give strength to our 
body, as an appropriate leader to each successive number 
of “ The Republican.” 
-’ One object I have in view, is to examine and weigh well : 
the expressions commonly in use with the persons denomi- 
tating themselves Reformers, from the Moderates to the 
Radicals, and to endeavour to bring them forward to an 
avowal of definite principles on all points. I shall do this 
in the spirit ‘of ‘fair inquiry and without any intention to 
-§ive personal offence. Whilst I endeavour to inculcate 
sound principles and such as will bear the light, I will stu- 
diously avoid all offensive personalities. My object is 
union, but I seek to produce it upon sound principles, 
where it‘can be alone durable. We avow ourselves Re- 
publicans, the advocates of the Representative System of 
Government, with an Elective Magistracy, where the exe- 
cutor of the jaw shall-be-as much the choice of a majority 
ofthe people, as the legislator. Without this, a system of 
Government, cannot be Representative, and to this point I 
ag bring the attention of ali those who call themselves 
Reformers, and talk about a Representative System of Go- 
vernment,..... . 

The press of other matter necessarily shortens my Ad- 
dress this week, but in the next number I shall, bring into, 


view, the objections which Mr. Cobbett, our first political: 
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writer, has frequently taken to Republican Government, 
and endeavour to shew that his expressions on this head are 
not so clear and intelligible as some of his very important 
exposures of our governmental systems of finance, and the 
various projects and schemes of its supporters. In doing 
this I trust I shall be able to shew how questions of import- 
ance should be discussed between persons who differ in 
their views of attaining the same object. [| have no motive 
to quarrel with, no desire to impeach the expressions of 
Mr. Cobbett on this head; he has first publicly called my 
attention to the point, and I should be wanting in honesty 
and candour to shrink’ from a full defence of the political 
principles of Thomas Paine, whom I will call the Father of 
every Representative Republic and all sound Republican 
principles, 

I challenge fair discussion upon this point; and if there 
be no political reform writer to shew me that my views are 
wrong upon the matter, then I shall feel it my Guty to call 
upon every lover of liberty to avow himself to be of my 
side and principles. 

Legislation proceeding from the real representatives of 
the majority of the people, and magistracy, or executors of 
the law, elected by any plan that such representatives shall 
adopt, form my political principles, which I have imbibed 
from the political writings of Thomas Paine. If any man 
can shew me that they are not the best, I shall feel obliged 
to him, and if he attempts to do it and fails, I will treat him 
courteously. 


R. CARLILE: 





= > om 


CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH-DAY OF MR. 
CARLILE, AT LEEDS, 











Tak Friends of Rational Liberty in this place celebrated 
the 8th of December, as the birth-day of Mr. Carlile, by a 
public dinner at the Noah’s Ark. About 7 o’clock, ebout 
fifty persons sat down to a good substantial dinner, and the 
greatest harmony and hilarity prevailed till a late hour. 

As soon as the cloth was drawn Mr. James WATSON 
Ho called to the Chair, who addressed the meeting as fol- 
ows :— 


Gentlemen, I am sorry that in your selection of Chair- 
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man, you have not made choice of a more competent 

rson to fulfil its duties. When I look around me, and 
behold myself surrounded by so respectable a company as 
this, and men of mach superior talents to my own, I cannot 
imagine why you have conferred upon me so great an 
honour. Though young in years, I hope I have the prin- 
ciples of the immortal Paine and Carlile so engraven on my 
heart, that the iron hand of corruption will never be able 
to erase them. . 

in times like these when the columns of almost every 
newspaper and journal are teeming their abuse, and propa- 
gating their damnable doctrine of passive obedience and 
non-resistance to the divine omnipotence of kings and 
priests, need we wonder at the calumny and Slander laid 
upon the backs of those who have the honesty to expose 
and resist such servile and infamous falsehoods. To the 
mau of virtue and reflection these attacks of the interested 
and dependant will pass by as the wind that bloweth, and 
never warp them from the high and honourable ground 
they have taken. No, it will only fix them with a stronger 
basis round the immutable standard of public liberty. Let 
us propagate individually and unitedly those principles 
which are so abominable to servile courtiers and priests, for 
nothing can give us a better idea of their utility and good- 
ness than the slander of those demons of corruption. We 
are charged with wishing to entail upon our country those 
infamous’ proceedings which deluged France with blood, bat 
to them I would say, whose blood was it that drenched the 
streets of France, and who were the instigators of that 
blood being spilt? To British gold it may be attributed, la- 
vished by‘that demon Pitt, and his association of blood- 
hounds, and which the promulgators of his hellish doctrine 
are using every exertion to put a second time in motion. 
And again I would ask, who were the greatest sufferers in 
those arbitrary proceedings? You, who have read of those 
inhuman butcheries, will find that the advocates of a pure 
Representative Republic, were its greatest victims. Bat it 
18 the interest ‘of the banditti of: public paupers to impreg- 
hate the country with lies, and to the statement which Mr. 
Carlile has: caused to be circulated of those butcheries, in 
publishing the Works of the immortal Paine, may be attri- 

a this: unwarrantable and his unheard of persecution; 

for,:in their eyes truth is a libel, false as hell. Let not the 
‘anderous representations of our evemies be an obstacle to 
| aur exertions ; but let truth be the morning cause of all our 
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proceedings towards attaining that freedom which is the 
birthright of every man. Let us not suffer our labour to be 
relaxed until we have gained that pearl we have been so 
long contending for. For without liberty we are like a 
ship in the tempestuous ocean, without even a rudder ora 
pilot, and are obliged to suffer the buffeting of every asso- 
ciation of licensed tyrants. Let us unite, for unity is 
strength; then we have some chance of coping with the civil 
and religious despots of our country: for without unity aud 
co-operation we are as nothing, and to the want of unani- 
mity we may attribute the cowardly and unmannerly at- 
tacks which are made upon us. Let us arouse from that 
lethargy which has so long held us with its massive chains, 
and openly advocate the principles laid down by our great 
and enlightened countryman, Thomas Paine, and which 
have received the sanction of the bold and energetic but 
persecuted Carlile. By his strong and sound reasoning, he 
has proved that Republicanism is the only system of go- 
vernment upon which we can build our freedom with safe- 
ty, and be protected against the encroachments of civil and 
religious despotism. Let us from this day protest by the 
almighty voice of reason, that he will obtain for the perse- 
cuted and incarcerated Friends of Liberty, retribution for 
the injustice they have received, and which hath been too 
long denied them. And let us say to the enemies of our 
country, that the hour will come when the sceptre of equal 
justice shall again bear the sway in our land, and the infer- 
nal hand of tyranny shall not hinder its progress. _ 


Know, miscreant Statesmen! 


The hour will come, when fraud’s short triumph past, 
A people’s vengeance shall strike home at last. 


Let the manly and patriotic stand-which Mr. Carlile hath 
made against the citadel of corruption be a rallying point 
for our exertions, fet us no longer see tyranny feasting its 
voracious appetite on the last particle of our remaining 
rights and liberiies, but unite ourselves under the standard 
of him who dares to resist tyranny in all its shapes, and 
who has declared that his voice, his heart, and his pen 
shall always be ound in the ranks of those who have liberty, 
happiness, and virtue in their view. Consider the hosts of 
foes be has to contend with! A wife and a sister confined 
wee the walls of the same borough-mongering Bastile as 
pment and inconveniences flowing through a thousand 
channels with which we are unacquainted. You are ail 
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aware that the Bridge Street Horde have avowed their in- 
tention to shut up the shop in Fleet Street. It remains 
with us whether this infamous practice be executed, I hope 
we have sufficient patriotism to stop this hellish inquisition. 
It is our interest as well as our duty to step forward, and 
give him that support necessary for its final overthrow. 
The poorest amongst us may contribute something, and 
though ever so trifling it will be thankfully received. 
The only thing necessary is perseverance, for we fight not 
to enslave, but set our country free. Victims to tyranny, 
we well know there must be, but let us not suffer their in- 
carceration to be exaggerated for want of:our assistance. 
No, we should be unworthy the name of men, and particu- 
larly freemen, to see such injustice and oppression prac- 
tised openly before our eyes, In conclusion let us never 
deviate from the ground we have taken, but let us hope 
that the morning of a new era has at length dawned, and 
that with truly Representative Republics, the interest and 
happiness of all will for the future be attended to, when 
the prison doors will be opened, aud the persecuted advo- 
cates of liberty again breathe the open air. When corrup- 
tion and tyranny shall no more be heard in our land, so 
that men may speak, write, and publish their opinions 
freely. Government to be just should produce happiness 
at home, be honest and beneficent to all the world, which 
if it does it is-valuable and ought to be supported, if it be 
otherwise, rendering the people corrupt, depraved, and 
miserable, oppressive to its dependents and neighbours, it is 
an injury and a curse, and mankind may aud ought to 
treat it as such. In conclusion I shall give you the health 
of Richard: Carlile, the intrepid Champion of Truth and 
Reason. (Four times four.) 

«Mr. Joseph BRaYsHaAw then rose and spoke as follows: 
Gentlemen, We have already drank the health of Mr. 
Carlile; and as I consider that we ought not to be deterred 
on account of name and country if we are in pursuit of 
truth, if we are in pursuit of those things which will be be- 
neficial to mankind, we ought to take within our view all 
‘ages and all men who have written for the benefit of man- 
‘Kind! On that account I beg leave to propose the name of 
‘one of the most celebrated authors that ever appeared on 
the face of the earth. “ ‘THE CELEBRATED MIRABAUD.” 
To those who are acquainted with the writings of Mirabaud, 
itis sufficient that. 1 should mention his name. His writings, 
whén once they have been perused, strike the mind in such 
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a manner as must bring conviction to the mind of every one 
who can so far divest himself of hisearly prejudices as to be 
induced to peruse them: I do not say évery man may come 
precisely to his opinion; but as a philosophical writer, asa 
man in pursuit of truth, as a man whose object is to pro- 
mote the happiness and welfare of human nature, | beg 
leave to propose 

“ The Memory of the celebrated Mirabaud, author of the 
System of Nature.” Su 

Song.—Mr. Kershaw Crowther—‘ Come, and let us join 
in Chorus,” 

“ The Immortal Memory of Thomas Paine.” 

“ Mr. Joseph Brayshaw.” 

Mr. Joseph Brayshaw’s health being drank, he rose and 
said :— 

Gentlemen, The honour which you have already done 
me in drinking my health, necessarily calls upon me to 
return you my most sincere thanks; but in so doing, as it is 
well known that I, in many respects, differ from the ¢eie- 
brated character whose birth-day we are met to celebrate, 
it is necessary that I should give some explanations of these 
differences of opinion. 

I would state that all matters of belief rest upon proba- 
bility. The only thing of which any man can be certain 
is, that of his own existence, every other point must be 
measured by a proportionate degree of probability. I am 
certain, by the conviction of the whole of my senses, that | 
exist myself, but I am not equally certain of the existence 
of all around me; but as all the senses which I am pos- 
sessed of conspire to strike conviction upon my mind of the 
existence of other objects around me, the existence of these 
objects arise in the first scale of probability. Our belief or 
sentiments must depend upon matter of evidence, all those 
things which are capable of actual demonstration to the 
whole of our senses, may be classed under the highest de- 
gree of probability. Then, next to this, comes the princi- 
ples that arise from reasoning upon the nature and proper- 
ties of things; but here we are aware that many differences 
of opinion may exist- Men, by different degrees of expe- 
rience and observation, may be led to form different con- 
clusions. From a variety of circumstances in which. we 
may be placed, our ideas naturally differ as much as our 
complexions. But because this is the case, should men go 
to persecute one another on account of difference of opi- 
uion? If we should not 6n scientific subjects, how detestable 
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and abominable must it be, to persecute a man on account 
of opinions, or on account of opposing a system, which 
merely depends upon the assertions of men like ourselves. 
Subjects proposed for our belief in this kind of way, may 
be alee in a different scale of probability. Who shall 
determine what we are to believe, and what we are not to 
helieve? Who shall be able to satisfy us that one particular 
point is true, and by his bare words strike conviction to the 
mind of all mankind? That which a man has once seen 
bimself, that of which he has ocular demonstration, is to 
him in the highest scale of probability, but let him go to a 
distant nation where the same phenomena does not take 
place, the inhabitants of a distant nation have but his word, 
and, consequently, the probability of its truth is weakened. 
If we find that a namber of different persons have been wit- 
nesses of any particular phenomena, in order to examine 
the degree of probability which is to be attached to their 
assertions we instantly come to inquire into the motives by 
which they are actuated; Whether they may have any par- 
ticular interest to serve? Whether or not they may have 
some darling prejudice to gratify? But if we find they have 
their passions and prejudices to gratify; that their honour, 
interest, and livelihood, depends upon supporting this asser- 
tion; at once we see the scale of probability is much weak- 
ened. In this scale of probability, I consider then, we may 
place the generality of what is termed religion; not that [ 
myself disbelieve every system of religion; but, I say, there 
are many probabilities both for and against every system ; 
and this I will say, if any system of religion be true, Car- 
lile will do that religion much more service by bringing it 
to the test of reason and truth, than bas been done by all 
the priests in the world. Why is it that we are induced to 
disbelieve the systems of faith taught by the Gentaos or 
Mahomet? Is it not that these are supported by power, 
and that a horde of priests depend for their support upon 
their:lies being believed. What is it that leads’men of 
science, reason, and reflection to reject or suspect the sys- 
tem of Christianity? Does not one of the greatest of these 
arise from our having many thousands of priests, who de- 
pend upon supporting a corrupt system for their livelihood. 
1 speak in this way of the. system, not because I re- 
ject Christianity, but because 1 consider priests are the 
Breatest enemies to Christianity that ever existed. It is 
welt known to most of the company, that I profess myself 
to be a Christian, and I would just observe that though 
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Mr. Carlile says, that if Lama Christian I am only halt a 
Reformer, I believe the system of Christianity will lead me 
to go further in the principles of Reform, than has ever 
been proposed by Mr. “Carlile, and I believe myself that if 
Christians can be found they will be real Reformers, but, | 
must needs say, 1 am in many respects short of the charac- 
ter of a Christian, neither have 1 ever found a man who 
could justly lay claim to the character. 1 consider priest- 
craft, tyranny, and oppression, are the greatest possible 
opponents to Christianity. Christianity, if acted upon, 
would make all people as one. family, with one united inte- 
rest. Now the same principles of reasoning which satisfy 
me, may not satisfy another, am I therefore to quarrel with 
him, because he supposes the whole of it may be a fiction ? 
No, but if the system have in it any thing beneficial to 
mankind, I ought to invite the whole human race to partake 
of its advantages. But, perhaps, I shall not be found even 
on these subjects to differ so widely from Mr. Carlile, as | 
once did, but I would beg leave to pay a due honour to 
the character of Mr. Carlile, and to the character of Paine, 
as political writers; their pure system of Representative 
Government is the only rational system of Government that 
can be devised. But 1 say we must carry our reformation 
even further than the system of Government. If we reform 
the great tyrants and leave the minor corruptions undis- 
turbed, the system of Government will soon be corrupted 
again. Let any man but examine the daily circumstances 
that take place around him, and he will see that under the 
present system of society, no system of Government can 
possibly exist free from corruption, because men are conti- 
nually quarrelling one with another on account of every 
man’s interest being opposed to the interest of his fellow 
man; on which account he will endeavour to serve himself, 
without regarding the general interests of mankind. On 
this ground I say we must reform not only the great tyrants 
at the head of the state, but the lesser tyrants likewise. It 
will not do only to carry our system of Reform to the 
choice of Representatives of Government, we must add to 
this an Elective Magistracy, and beyond that we must en- 
deavour to establish our own independence and maintain it. 
We must have no longer to crouch to those around us, nor 
bear their oppressions; and beyond that determine not. to 
be oppressed by others, nor to oppress one another. These 
are the points that I consider absolute] ‘ 
tained in the syst 'G prceenceneint- 
ystem of Government. By these meaps men 
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being brought to have butone united interest, to form but one 
family, in which no individual should have an interest op- 

sed to the interest of his fellow men; when society is brought 
to this state, tyranny and superstition will dieaway. Tyrants 
would sink into insignificance if they had no flatterers or 
supporters. Are we weak, tyrannized, and oppressed, 
whose fault is it? Is not the ox and the horse reduced to 
servitude by man? Yes, and sometimes slain for his use. 
Why do we do this? Are they different to us? Is our lives 
and liberties more dear to us than they are to these quadru- 
peds? No, but. though we have less strength we have more 
cunning, and we say in this case, that the union of strength 
and cunning constitutes right, on this ground” we oppress 
the quadrupeds. Well, priests and governors have got cun- 
ning, if they have not got strength, and by this they devise 
means of setting the interests of mankind in opposition to 
one another, and make use of the strength of one part of 
the community, in order to oppress another. We see, as I 
have already stated, that the tyrants, the men in power, it 
is a matter of no importance whether you call them the 
national government, whether they are the magistrates of a 
town or county, or a man who oppresses those who are em- 
ployed by him, or whether it is a poor man who oppresses 
another; the oppression of all these classes is equally unjust, 
and equally inconsistent with the bappiness of mankind. If 
we would eradicate oppression, let us not seek to eradicate 
it in the higher spheres alone, but let us eradicate it at 
home; let us exert ourselves to procure such an unity of 
interest as will prevent it. 1 stated that I did not perhaps 
differ from Mr. Carlile upon theological points so much, as 
I did the last time 1 had the honour of addressing part of 
thiscompany. Very probably the reason will be that Mr. 
Carlile has changed his opinions as much as myself. 
Though I consider Paine as one of the greatest political 
- Writers; I have not that high opinion of him as a theologi- 
cal writer. Now as Mr. Carlile has differed from. his sys- 
tem of theology, we shall perhaps be found nearer of the 
same opinion which arises from one consideration; that 
with regard to nature, when we view the various objects 
around us, I consider that we have no proof whatever 
of any power independent of nature. . If there be any 
‘Superior power, our proof must rise not from nature or 
from science; but it must surely depend upon that superior 
power having communicated or revealed himself to man. 
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Mr. Carlile has referred to science upon this point, but 
for my own part, I will say that science teaches me nothing 
upon the subject. I am not much acquainted with the 
sciences, with the exception of chemistry, and the science of 
chemistry teaches me that nature is undergoing continual 
changes, continual compositions and decompositions, that 
the matter which forms my body, may perhaps another day, 
at no very distant period, form part of some other body. 
The science of chemistry teaches us that all nature is in a 
perpetual change, but by what cause these things are ac- 
complished it does not teach us. If we come to the science 
of optics, it tells us-clearly the Priests have deluded man- 
kind with gods, devils, and spirits, and which delusions may 
be made palpable to man. By the concave mirror, or the 
magic lantern, we may produce the appearance of a burning 
god or a gloriousgod ; by these means we may produce an 
image of a deity, and place a person behind a wall to speak 
in his name; and if it is necessary we may. amuse and de- 
ceive the fool by shewing him the places denominated hea- 
ven and hell. If we come to the science of astronomy, 
which is considered the most wonderful of the sciences, we 
perceive the world upon which we exist, we are enabled to 
determine its motions, the motions and maguitude of the 
various bodies, their distance one from another; but how 
they came into existence we know not. We see likewise a 
vast number of stars scattered over the surface of what we 
usually denominate heaven at an immense distance; and 
the telescope shews us that their numbers exceed our powers 
of calculation ; but how they came there, whether they are 
the work of one God, or three, or thirty thousand, or of 
none, the science of astronomy never informs us. We 
know, I say, the motions of the solar system; we know this 
earth is at least nearly five millions of miles distant from the 
sun; and we know that Sirius, the nearest of the fixed. stars, 
is at least eighteen thousand times more distant ; by this 
means. we are enabled to say, that the idea of a place above 
the stars, usually denominated heaven, is an invention of 
Priests to deceive mankind. By the revolution of the earth 
upon its axis, we know that the notion of a heaven above and 
a hell below, is one of the most absurd, ridiculous, and foolish 
stories that ever was devised by man. By the principles of 
science we may satisfy ourselves of the motion of the beaven- 
ly bodies and of their present situations, of the immense dis- 
tance of the stars, that the notions of heaven and hell are 
delusious, and that it would be ridiculous to suppose that 
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man should leave this earth to become the resident of any 
other place ; but when we come to the origin of these things 
science teaches us nothing ; here weare leftin the most pro- 
found darkness. We know that they now exist, or, at least, 
their existence is placed in the highest degree of probability. 
Then we know that they exist ; we know their motions; and 
we know that they have existed for a number of years, but 
how long, whether one thousand years, six thousand, eighty 
thousand, one hundred thousand, or whether at any period 
they are brought into existence by any cause within them- 
selves, or by any superior governing power, or whether they 
have eternally existed under a superior governing power, or 
under more than one, say three, or thirty thousand, we know 
nothing of it. When we examine these points, science leaves 
usin the most profound ignorance, therefore, we are in the 
most profound darkness; and whether we shall state the 
system to have been created many thousand years ago, or 
whether it has eternally existed, or whether we shall suppose 
that it is of itself self-existent and eternal, we cannot tell. 
Here we may say we are perfectly ignorant, and if any supe- 
rior power exist, whether he created the universe (as some 
say) out of nothing, or whether it has eternally existed under 
his government, or whether it be self-existent and eternal, 
governed by the laws of necessity, or whether governed by 
an intelligent power, equally subject to the same laws of ne- 
cessity, or by any cause independent or separate from nature, 
if any independent or separate cause do exist, by the princi- 
ples of science we know nothing of him. If we know any 
thing of him we must know him by baving revealed himself 
to men ; if he has not revealed himself to men, science teaches 
us to disbelieve the existence of a superior power. Though 
no system is without objections, Christianity without Priests 
or ceremonies, or otherwise, an universal disbelief of all sys- 
tems of religion are the most rational systems. (Loud ap- 
plause. ) eat “nid 

I would beg to propose, ‘ May the whole of the human 
race speedily form but one vast Republic, and Man be free of 
the whole.” 

Mr, Byeruey then addressed the Meeting as follows :— 
Mr. Chairman. and Gentlemen—Afier the eloquent speech 
that has been delivered by our worthy friend, Mr. Bray- 
shaw, it ma appear rather bold in me toattempt to say any 
thing; but I trust the part I bave taken in support of Mr. 
Carlile’s principles will afford a sufficient apology for offer- 
1g myself to your notice on the present occasion, Being 
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but an indifferent speaker, I must claim your indulgence, as 
I am desirous of stating what our object was for assembling 
as we have done on the present occasion, which J shall en- 
deavour to do in as brief a manner as possible. The per- 
sons who have taken an active part in getting up this din- 
ner were of an opinion thatevery honest man who has made 
himself acquainted with the unparalleled injustice and ty- 
ranny that has been exercised against Mr. Carlile, must 
view it as odious and detestable in the fullest sense of the 
terms, and must wish to have an opportunity of coming for- 
ward to subscribe a mite to enable that undaunted advocate 
of liberty and truth to oppose his and our oppressors. He 
has said that whatever is subscribed for him shall not be ap- 
propriated to any pecuniary wants of his own, but shall be 
expended in diffusing knowledge to mankind. Another ob- 
ject we had in view was this—it has been said by our pre- 
tended friends, or rather our secret enemies, that the sub- 
scribers to Mr. Carlile were falling off, and that they were 
divided among themselves: this was another reason why it 
was thought necessary to assembie as at present, and in my 
opinion, they will weed no stronger proof than this night's 
proceedings to shew that although they are not united, we 
are. We are ail aware that the idea of having a public din- 
ner on this occasion has been scouted. - But why should we 
let the opinions of such men cause us to go either to the right 
or the left? No, my friends, ours is a straight-forward 
course ; we have nothing to fear; let perseverance be our 
motto, and Republican principles our guide ; let us pursue 
them with vigour in an open manner, and with our great 
ally, the Debt, called National. I, for one, have no fear of 
living to see the whole of the present system of Church and 
State tyranny crumble into dust. The immortal Paine says, 
our financial system will destroy itself. Iam of the same 
opinion in regard to Church affairs ; that the Christian sys- 
tem of delusion will fall 1 have not the least doubt, and the 
sooner the better, for I think it serves every purpose of both 
knave and fool. You cannot but have noticed how Mr. 
Bains has handled the case of Mary Ann Carlile. He pro- 
fesses to be a Christian ; I will leave you to judge of what 
kind he is, for I do not think either him or I could tell vou. 
— — “we _ a that he says, that he had rather 
ot aeetNE “> re » Sout up, as he considers it a public 

bce. 4 € grows short, ] now propose that 
each indivicual gives his mite to aid that noble and intrepid 
champicn of liberty, although he is incarcerated ; and as be 
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says whatever may be given to him shall not be applied to 
any pecuniary use of his own, but to diffuse knowledge to 
mankind, I hope that each friend will give what is in his 

wer, . 

"The subscription was immediately carried into effect. 

Song.—Mr. Dean—‘** Man was born for a purpose.” 

Song.—Mr. “In these disastrous, dismal Days of 
Riot, Laws, and Libel.” 

Toast.— Mrs. Carlile, and may we live to see the Day 
when the Heads of five wicked Priests shall be sold for 


one Penny.” ) 
Mr. Whincup, jun. then proposed the health of Mr. 


Crowther. } 

Mr. KERSHAW CROWTHER.—Gentlemen, you have this 
night honoured me with your approbation, and for what I 
am ata loss to discover, for in the whole course of my life 
I do not know that | ever did any thing in the cause of free- 
dom which merited your approbation. However, since 
you have been pleased to favour me with your approbation, 
I have come to this conclusion, that it is my duty to return 
you my most sincere and heartfelt thanks. The best way, 
however, to evince my gratitude to you will be in future to 
exert myself to call forth all the energies of which this fee- 
ble frame is possessed, in the cause of freedom. I know of 
no other method of conveying my gratitude to the public 
than this; and be assured, that the cause of freedom lays so 
near my heart, that I shall for ever (that is, I mean to say 
while life lasts) continue to be engaged in this cause, which 
above all others, appears to me to be the most important 
and the most interesting to the human race. Life! what is 
it without freedom? Better resign it. Let us, therefore, 
my dearly-beloved friends, endeavour by every means in 
our. power to cultivate a spirit which always ardently and 
perseveringly prompts us to overthrow the tyrannizing hand 
of oppression ; and while we are endeavouring to further 
the cause of-freedom, let us not forget those persons who 
have ventured their all in that sacred cause. Numerous 
have been the advocates of liberty, and they have, accord- 
ing to their respective abilities, endeavoured to secure, not 
only for us, but for our children, the offspring of our bodies, 
the darlings of our hearts, that glorious, that thrice glorious 
object, freedom, both in a civil and réligious point of view. 
I say, let us never forget that dungeon-proof Reformer both 
of Church and State, Richard Carlile; for never did man 
exert himself in the cause of freedom as he has done. Hibs- 
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tory, so far as | am acquainted with it, never furnished us 
with an account of a more noble hero in the cause of free- 
dom than that intrepid champion of both civil and religious 
liberty, Richard Carlile, who, I assure you, Is placed the 
highest in my estimation. Nota man within the circle of 
my acquaintance rises so honowrably in my mind’s eye as 
he does, and the reason is obvious, because notwithstanding 
the vile calumnies and reproaches which have been heaped 
upon his head, I venture to assert and boldly to declare, 
that since I became acquainted with his writings, I have be- 
come a better husband and a better father; and this I con- 
ceive is more than a six years apprenticeship to Christianity 
was ever able to produce. Six years I was a memberof [7 
the old connegtion of Methodists, but never was my mind 
in the courge*of these years inspired with such noble ideas; 
never, | say, was 1 prompted, impelled, and excited to per- 
form the relative duties as a parent and husband as I have 
been since 1 read these scouted works of Richard Carlile. 
Let the Priests take this home, let them tuke this as a speci- 
men Of the utility of the doctrines which they preach, and 
let them. know, iet them feel, let them experience a chagrin 
in theit inmost souls, when theywhear that a poor illiterate 
man such as I am can boldly @j™econscientiously and ex- 
‘perimentally declare that the u of their doctrines has 
been superseded by the doctrines of the brave Carlile. 
Having said thus much in favour of Mr. Carlile,-I shall sit 
myself down iu the hope that garlands of glory will ulti- 
mately be entwined round bis tad, notwithstanding all that 
his oppressors and our oppressors can with their combined 
force do against him. (Loud applause.) — 

Mr. RicharD Wuincup then addressed the company in 
a speech of considerable length, the purport of which was, 
to shew that Mr. Carlile’s end and aim was to benefit man- 
kind ; and that therefore it need not be thought a thing un- 
common that he was persecuted, as from time immemorial 
wherever a man was found who had the real interest of his 
fellow-men at heart, he became a persecuted man. 










SONG. 


Composed for the occasion and sung by John Smithson. - 
Tune—* Black-eyed Susan.” 


Ye friends of Reasow raise your heads, 
On this our Hero’s Natal Day, 

Whose mind is bent to free mankind 
From Superstition’s deadly sway. 
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Yes, let State Robbers use him as they will, 
He can’t help writing TrutTH and Reason still. 


Bishops and Priests are all enthrall’ d, 
By Trutu and Reason’s mighty power ; 
When brave CARLILE his pen does wield, 
'Tis then Corruption’s trying hour. 
He proves their doctrines all of little use, 
Till they their patenis and their proofs produce. 


Though BastTILE wALLs and HEAVY FINES, 
His Nosie Famity do molest, 
He knows the Bridge-street Gang: would fail, 
If put to Reason’s trying test. 
Give him but Reasown’s aid, he'll ask no more, 
To drive Corruption’s Monks from Britain’s shore. 


Their puny efforts are but weak, 
Compared to Trutn’s all- powerful sway ; 
The Vice Society may rage, 
While we revere his Natal Day. 
We'll let the friends of Priest and Kingcraft see, 
That though our limbs are chained our minds are free. 


We'll shew earth’s sterilizing horde, 
That nature formed us to be free, 
Till fear made Gods, and knaves made Priests, 
To barter for impunity ; 
And all their dreams and supernatural lore, 
Is but a fiction, form’d to rob the poor. 


Sometimes they talk of want of faith, 
And say our unbelief’s a crime ; 
Man can no more change his belief, 
Than he can stop the march of time. 
All faiths are to their own believers just, 
For none believe, because they will, but must. 


All settn proclaim sheets rights divine, 
Though all their doctrines disagree ; 
Though each adopts a different creed, 
Yet all revere one Deity. 
Jews, Turks, and Christians, various tenets hold, 
Yet all one Ged adore, and that is gold. 


Then let us aid our champion’s toil, 
And prove we’ve minds as well as he, 

Till one Republic filis the earth, 

And every man that breathes is free. 
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Lets to our haughty Priests and Tyrants say, 
This is the people’s will, ye must obey. 


Then let our hearts and voices join, 
On this our Hero’s Natal Day, 
Let Trutus respond from mind to mind, 
Till fell Corruption dies away. 
Let Reason’s voice resound from shore to shore, 
Till Superstition curse mankind no more. 





« The health of all those who have been and now are 
engaged in the cause of human liberty :—Mary Ann Car- 
lile; the persecuted Thomas Davison; Mr. Wooler and Sir 
Charles Wolseley ; Major Cartwright and John Knight.” 

Resolved—That the thanks of the company be given to 
Mr. Watson for his open, worthy, and manly conduct in 
the chair. 

The following Resolutions were proposed and read by 
| John Smithson, and unanimously agreed to, after which the 
company separated in mutual satisfaction on a well-spent 
evening :— 

Resolved, 

Ist, That itis the opinion of this company, that the honest 
support which Richard Carlile has given to the liberty of the 
press, and the rights of all men in society to speak, write, and 
publish their opinions on whatever subject they may think pro- 
per, as the only means of discovering truth and detecting error, 
entitles him to the respect and admiration of every friend to the 
liberty and happiness of mankind. - Hes | | 

2d, That the heavy sentences of fine and imprisonment which 
he and his worthy family are suffering under, and the total ab- 
sence of any thirg like proof to convince him that he has been 
pony gem. falsehood, -sufficiently proves, that his opponents 

ave no argument left but force to keep up their fraud. 

_ 3d, That when we consider that it is not the man, but the opi- 
nions he has promulgated, and the facts he has elucidated, 
against which the deadly shafts of Kingly and Priestly Despotism 
have directed their aim; when we see the off-scouring of society 
| + mat in a deadly ‘phalanx to utterly destroy every man who 

ares to hold up the Mrrror or Truti before the BIGOTED 
EYES OF SUPERSTITION, we feel it a duty incumbent upon us, at 
this important crisis, when a single arm is-of consequence in aid 
of the general cause, to second his efforts, in a general diffusion 
of those political truths, and of that philosophical knowledge, by 
which alone man can attain any thing like a proper knowledge of 
himself, and of the place he ought to hold in society; or rid him- 
self of that prejudice which ‘is the bane of every s6éal comfort, 


and calculated to perpetuate the slavery and deeradation of the 
human race. , 








a EE a 




















THE REPUBLICAN. 


SONG 
ON THE OCCASION, 


Since the days of old Adam and old Mother Eve, 


Strange things we’ve been taught and strange things we 


believe ; 
We believe their religion is what tlrey have made, 
In order to live by the humbugging trade. 


You black-coated locusts, wherever: you be, 
For once give attention and listen to me; 
Richard Carlile is our object in view, 

And we'll do our endeavour to give him his due. 


This Noble of Nature, to London he went, 

To do good for the people it was his intent ; 

He saw that religion was a cause of distress, 

And profits only the Priests who wear the black dress. 


Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason he quickly sent down, 
With the rest of his works into country and town ; 
For he saw that they were too valuable things 

To be smother’d and murder’d by Parsons and Kings. 


He attacked the fortress 'of which they all boast, 

With Archbishops and Bishops and all the whole host; 
These worst of all reptiles, who plunder this isle, 

Will curse while we bless the natal day of Carlile. 


But mark the result of this brave-hearted Deist, 

The fittest in Europe to handle a Priest ; 

Three years in Dorchester Gaol he’s to stay, 

With one thousand five hundred pounds sterling to pay. 


And shall we forsake him, our guide and our friend, 
We've followed thus-far, let’s-pursue to the end, 

And see what man-tigers, called Christians, will do, 
To support all the rest of the humbugging crew. 


On the 8th of December this Noble was born, 
Henceforth and for ever that day we'll adorn, 
And boldly step forth and support him through life, 
Not forgetting the infants, his sister, and wife. 


The production of ja Shropshire Deist, who onée believed all 


Pen Antloaptint pleased to fob him up with. 
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THE FOLLOWING SONG 





Was Composed by JouN SMITHSON for the Celebration of Mr. 
CaRLILE’s Birthday. 


Tune.—“ Shall rebel Frenchmen, Sans Culottes.” 


Ye Statesmen all, by Priestcraft steel’d, 
Attend to what I write, 
To arm ’gainst Reason is to yield 
Ere you begin to fight; 
To persecute yourselves forbear, 
You've yielded to a youth; 
‘Tis not a libel that you fear, 
You only fear the Truth. 





If you could prove his writings false 
You'd use no gaol or fine, 

Why don’t your bishops now advance 
To prove theer truths sublime, 

Their conduct proves their-cause is weak 

7 And ail their creeds untrue, 

Or you would ne’er your vengeance wreak 

On one you can’t subdue. | 


For brave CaRLiveE has»fairly proved 
Beyond all doubt or. fear 

That more you persecute the truth 
The brighter ’twill appear; — 

And more your minions persevere 
Their wretched ends to gain, 

The more the people will revere 
CaRLILE AnD Tuomas Paine. 


Though holy Leagues and Courts combined 
Beset poor Truth around, | 

The press with Truth and. Reason join’d 
Will all their rage confound; 

All must confess the force of Truth 
And bow to Reason’s will, 

No Act or Bill can change its worth, ° 
Reason is Reason still. 


Then cease to talk of Noble Lords, 
And Noble Statesmen too, 
Unless you’ve got some nobler deeds» 


Than Reason to outdo. 
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And cease to talk of heavenly powers 
On whom your doctrines hang, 






You’ve proved your Gods can’t help themselves 
Without a BRIDGE STREET GANG! 


A NEW SONG 


On the Incarceration of RicHarpb CARLILE, the Dungeon-proof 


Reformer of Church and State. 
BY KERSHAW CROWTHER. 


Come, and let us join in chorus, 
Sing of brave Carlile oppress’d, 
May the noble muse of Horace 
Now inspire the poet’s breast: 
Sever’d, see the tender parent, 
From his home and children dear, 
Mark excessive grief apparent, 
See the falling parting tear. 


Then in close confinement view him, 
Think upon his fate severe, 
Fix’d in order to subdue him, 
Knaves and priests to free from fear. 
Yet his heart remains unfetter’d, 
Still our wrongs he bears in mind, 
Cries your state may still be better’d, 
Rise and break the chains that bind. 


Ah! ye Bonzes, where’s your mercy? 
Where’s your tenderness and love? 
Surely it has fled to Jersey, 
Or perhaps return’d to Jove. 
Ye may boast of pious plunder 
Till fair Freedom’s flag’s unfurl’d; 
Driven then to Gods of Thunder, 
This will be a happy world. 


He will fight Priest, Whig, and Tory, 
Till the hydra thrall is dead, 

Garlands let us weave of glory 
Twine them round the hero’s head: 

F’en his chains and griefs are waging 
War against the monster vile; 

See, it gasps in death, ’tis raging, 

Shout the fame of brave CARLILE. 












































52 THE REPUBLICAN. 


TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 
Feviow Citizen, Leeds, Dec. 26, 1821. 


For such is the style I find most agreeable to my own feelings in’ 
addressing, for the second time, one of the most useful men of 
this age. Such we consider you, and as such, we find ourselves 
bound in common honesty to give you all the support in our 
power. Enclosed you will receive the sum of five pounds, which 
we are glad we have in our power again to offer you. We are 
only sorry that it is not in our power to make it as many hun- 
dreds. Though the sum be small, we hope to repeat it often, and 
to the best of our means. . 
When we take a retrospective view of the prosecutions and 
persecutions that have been heaped upon yourself and family, we 
cannot help thinking that even your enemies must admire the 
manly perseverance you display in refuting their delusive dogmas, 
and opposing and exposing their hypocritical and persecuting 
spirit. Every move the groveling vermin make to stop the march 
of Truth, is on their part a retrogression. To us, the contrast ap- 
ears obvious. You, Sir, and your exertions in enlightening your 
ellow men, we behold as the meridian sun rising in all its wonted 
splendour, diffusing light and knowledge, whose good effects will 
be found for ages to come: your persecutors, with their sancti- 
monious hypocrisy and priestly insolence, appear to us as black 
as the coats they wear, and as false as the doctrines they pretend 
to advocate. For my part, I am totally at.a loss to know how any 
reflecting man can reconcile their conduct with the Christian 
creed of forbearance. We have in your case an admirable proof 
of what their servile minds would stoop to, in order to enslave in 
body and mind their fellow men. I am of opinion that the oppo- 
sition and exposition they have received ion you, have been 
such as to reach the inmost recesses of their vile hearts, and to 
tell them, in a language most anpalatable to their pampered feel- 
ings, what they really are. It is likewise my humble opinion, that 
every honest man, who lays any claim to the title of a Reformer, 
must be disgusted with their proceedings, and as such, ought to 
come forward and publicly avow his sentiments, and subscribe ac- 
cording to his circumstances to enable you to treat them as they 
deserve. 1 am glad to inform you that we did outselves the ho- 
nour to celebrate your birth-day, where about fifty of your friends 
sat Cown to a substantial plain dinner, and Ihave no hesitation in 
Stating, that if every artifice and imtimidation had not been used 
to prevent it, we should have had nearly double that number. 
mit ney eT re 
Dey, which if you. would: publish -m am dn oe 
y> in uld publish, we shall: feel obliged. Our 
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views in holding a meeting and having a dinner on that day were 
that we thought it would form a rallying point at that time, and 
in future, for all your friends to assemble. It has got noticed in 
all the Leeds newspapers exactly as we expected; that is, by 
heaping abuse on you and us. The publicity they have given the 


- matter, we hope, will be productive of the best effects, by in- 


creasing the number of your friends in all parts of the kingdom, 
That the principles you advocate will finally triumph we have no 
doubt; as for our parts, in advocating your principles, we had 
made up our minds to share with you the scurrility and abuse of 
all the servile part of our countrymen, and their press. 


I conclude, in behalf of the Whole, 


Your ardent Admirer, 


R. W. BYERLEY. 








—— 


TO MR. R. W. BYERLEY, LEEDS. 


CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, Jan. 3, 1822. 


Tue Spaniards have assumed this epithet, or appellatiun for ad- 
dress, and I henceforth purpose to address all my friends as Re- 
publicans and Citizens: and I believe that I have now thrown off 
the-last vestige of kingcraft, priestcraft, and aristocratical custom. 

I acknowledge the receipt of, and thank you for, the sum of five 
pounds, as a continued subscription for the support of free dis- 
cussion. As my friends have now shewn me that they are de- 
termined to act a decided part in conjunction with me, f will 
strain every nerve in the course of the present year to shew them 
that such support shall not be given in vain. My campaign is 
planned, my arrangements all made, and I will go to battle at 
once, and take no rest until I drive the enemy from the field. [ 
will endeavour in this year to exceed the campaign of 1819. I 
now know the strength of the enemy; in 1819 | did not, although 
I was in no instance deceived in my calculations. Before I ever 
sold a book or pamphlet, -I made up my mind for some years of 
imprisonment. J have exceeded all my own hopes and expecta- 


‘tions, and in the career of an advocate for free discussion on all 


subjects, I have felt nothing like disappointment. 

The report of the proceedings of the 8th of December I will 
publish as you request, because I know no other person will do it. 
I view it as a bulletin, and as such I will exhibit it to friends and 
foes: I admired the speech of Mr. Brayshaw, but I see, like too 
many others, he substitutes the word Christianity for morality. 
With this one slight exception, J believe we are as near alike in opi- 
nions, in all matters of importance, as it Is possible for two men 
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- the only real difference is, that we apply different words to 
Vigeost tha ied ideas. I dislike the word Christian and Chris- 
tianity as an expression of moral virtue, because these words are 
not sufficiently pure. They have their basis in the code and doc- 
trines of the book called the New Testament, and that book has 
not only many absurdities in it, but many exceptions to moral virtue; 
consequently, the words Christian or Christianity, as words im- 
plying morality, are not without taint. 


I am, Citizen, 





Yours in civic affection, 
R. CARLILE. 





The following is a List of the Names of the Friends of Mr. Carlile : 
in Leeds, with the amount that each person has subscribed since 
the T0th of September, 1821, the time the last sum was sent 
off, and acknowledged by Mr. Carlile by letter dated Septem- 
ber 17th, 1821, addressed to R. W. Byerley. 


£.s. d. £.s. d. 
R. W. Byerley 020 William Warr 00 6 : 
James ~ oe 0 20 Thomas Linle 006 
Thomas Steel 03 9 Joseph Gill 00 6 P 
George Lee 020 John Perkins 00 6 x 
William Driver 0 20 John Horrecks 003 
James Watson 030 John Baxter 003 
S. Booth 030. —Dunwell 00 3 
Humphrey Boyle 050 S. Ingham 016 
Thomas Evans 020 John Wincup 03 0 
Edward Ripley 020 A Friend 006 
Joseph Hurtley 010 Do. 002 
John Wood 016 — Dovener 00 6 
A Soldier in Arms 010 #£4William Liddle 020 ; 
Joseph Shiers 016 A Soldier in Arms 016 : 
Henry Horrabain 006 James Ellis 0 3 63 
John Finley 020 A Female Friend to 
Joseph Bentley 030 Liberty 0 3.0 


The following Sums were subscribed at the Celebration of Mr. R. 
Carlile’s Birth-day. 


R. W. Byerley 020 ‘James Watson 020 
John Horrecks 003 William Driver 020 
John Mann 006 Joseph Hurtley 020 
Thomas Linle 006 Thomas Evans 016 
Ww. S. ; 006 Joseph Bentley 00 6 
John Perkins 003 Joseph Halderson 006 
— Ainsley 9 10 John .Baxter. 0. 0.6 
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£. 5s. d.  £.s. d. 
JA. | 0-10 Edward Booth 010 
James Goldthorp 0 10 Robert Hollinworth 00 6 
W. A. 010 A Friend 006 
John Walsh 006 #£=James Warbottom 006 
John Jones 010 John Finley 010 
Joseph Ratcliff 006 _ S. Ingham 006 
Marmaduke Wormald 003 _ A Friend 010 
John Wood 003 A Christian without Priests 1 0 
John Stead 006 James Buckley 026 
Kershaw Crowther 006. A Friend 006 
John Mortimer 006 _ Do. 003 
W. B. 016. Do. 006 
James Gill 026 £4William Ellis 006 
George Lee ~ 020 James Longbottom 003 
John Berry 006 A Deist 010 
John Smithson 036. A little further than a 
John Driver 010 Deist 006 
John Wincup 010 A Friend 010 
Robert Walker 010 No Hypocrite 00 6 
James Walker 0023 Mr. Oats 00.6 


Total £.5 3 13 











STODDART, Dr. MURRAY, AND SHARPE, versus 
: THE TEMPLE OF REASON. 








Tuat Dr. Stoddart was one of the principal instigators of 
the Constitutional Association, with all its plans and 
schemes, is not doubted by any one. I hear that bis office 
in Fleet Street forms a barracks and retreat for the spies 
and informers who are hired to beset my shop. Longueville 
Clarke, I am told, is _Commander-in-Chief of this little 
Banditti, and daily reconnoitres my shop- windows, and 
after making an attack, he sends his brother to Murray and 
Sharpe in Bridge Street, and they hie off to Guildhall or 
Mansion House for a warrant. At the time of writing this, 
Tunderstand, there are four persons in prison arrested by 
Warrants obtained by. Murray and Sharpe without any 
name upon them. They are not there for want of bail, as 
no ibdividual bas yet been asked to bail them, but they 
L be all bailed at the commencement of the Hilary 
rm, or as soon as they are called upon to plead, and 
Plead a misnomer; and ! wish any friend of mine, who 
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does not fear to give his name, and to bail any one or more 
of them, would send it to the committee of my friends, sit- 
ting at Fleet Street, to manage the subscription, and to give 
nie all the assistance in their power. I should observe, that 
Longueville Clarke is some placeman, the son of Dr. Sta- 
niers Clarke, the present Librarian and Chaplain to the 
King; and I have very little doubt but that Mr. George 
Guelph, our present Chief Magistrate, gives this Association 
in Bridge Street, his sanction and support, and interests bim- 
self about allits movements. However, the Press is our bat- 
tery and defence, and we fear no combination, by whatever 
names or influences supported, or however powerful. The 
Press is our Omnipotent. 

In my last week’s observations on the proceedings of the 
Constitutional Association, I disavowed a placard which 
had been written and put into my shop-window; upon the 
arrest of my ‘wo friends from the country, as it concluded 
with the words, ‘‘ This is the Mart for Sedition and Blas- 
phemy.” ‘The writer of the placard has written to me to say 
that he is sorry the,expression should have suffered such a 
misconstruction in the public papers, but that in the original 
placard the words were put between inverted commas; 
which signified, that the expression was one of our enemies 
and not of our own, but that we were not ashamed to borrow 
it of them upon their own construction. The expression was 
as much as to say, that “ This is the shop where is sold what 
Kingcraft calls Sedition, and what Priestcraft calls Blas- 
phemy.” Upon this sense of the matter I retract my dis- 
avowal of the placard and give it my decided approbation. 

Since my last went to press we have thought it prudent 
to resort to stratagem to defeat the schemes of the Gang in 
taking out every new hand from the shop by a warrant. 
We now sell all publications to suspicious and unsuspicious 
customers through a hole in a part of the shop, where it + 
impossible for the purchaser to identify the seller, as there 
are always two or three serving in the back-ground, none 
of whom can be seen ot heard to be identified individually. 
These persons are frequently changed, so that, even if the 
enemy resorted to burglary -and house-breaking upon the 
strength of any warrant, the seller of any pamphlet or 

mphlets could not be identified. Where the statue of 

aine stood, we are about to caricature the defeat of Mur- 
ray and Sharpe, and make them watch the hole through 


which the money and the : . 
Able to prevent “d pamphlets pass without being 
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There are fifty stratagems by which I[ could give full 
effect to the sale of my publications, as well as if they were 
sold openly, and which would defy prosecution, as the 
vendor could not be identified. I dislike this mode of doing 
business; I like open, fair play ; and I now make a propo- 
sition to Stoddart, Clarke, Murray, and Sharpe, that I will 
do every thing openly, and give them the name of every in- 
dividual in my employ from time to time, if they will con- 
fine themselves to the professions they have made through 
Cato, their scribe, and not arrest untila Grand Jury have 
found a true bill against the individual. If they will not 
accept this proposition, they shall arrest no more, and m 
business shail go on just the same. I tell them, for their 
comfort, that the pamphlets sold daily through the hole 
have doubled the number of those sold openly heretofore. 
Public curiosity they have excited, and I am reaping the 
benefit. They cannot put me down. J will put them 
down. Let the result bear witness. 

My friend in the enemy’s camp and councils has my 
thanks for his valuable information. He will perceive that 


all his information and instructions have been acted upon. 
55, Fleet Street. R. CARLILE. 


P.S. I hear that the Constitutional Association can no 
longer support themselves in Bridge Street. I do not assert 
it, nor doubt it. 








CASE OF MARY ANN CARLILE. 








In our last Number we inserted the protest of this prisoner 
of judicial corruption against her punishment, and we shall 
now go on from week to week to make a full and fair ex- 
posure of her case,.to see whether any of the talkers about 
law and justice in or out of Parliament will take it up, and 
carry a further judicial inquiry upon the matter. Of all 
the perversions of law, and corruptions of our judges, in 
the cases of the late persecutions of Reformers, this case 
Stands pre-eminent. We have no hesitation in saying, that 
the Defendants present fine and imprisonment is entirely 


- @Wing to.her having had an irritable and intemperate Judge 


at the time of trial. If Chief Justice Abbott, or Bailey, or 
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Holroyd, had presided, they would not have found 4 sen. 
tence in the Defence to have-objected to, much less to have 
rashly stopped it altogether. It is one of the most wanton 
acts of judicial corruption and villainy that has occurred, 
It has no parallel in the annals of the Court of King’s 
Bench, and far exceeds the ‘case of Penn and Mead at the 
Old Bailey, because they had some honest jurors who 
resisted the corruptions of the Recorder and would not be 
tampered with. 

It might be asked, why the other Judges of the Court ac- 
quiesced in the conduct of Mr. Justice Best and refused the 
defendant a trial? It is evident: they are the tools of 
higher powers, and those powers stand in need of such a 
man on the Bench as Best to support them. If the other 
three Judges had quashed the verdict as impure, and order- 
ed the defendant a fair trial, Best mast have resigned and 
the matter would have formed ground of impeachment 
which must have been taken up in Parliament. There was 
no room to plead error in judgment ; it was a wanton act 
of illegality and judicial corruption. No excuse, no ex- 
tenuation, nothing that can weigh a feather on the behalf of 
the Judge can be offered ; and if Mr. Cooper, for the De- 
fendant, had supported his case with the a spirit as he 
did the case of Davison, he might have defied ‘th ther 
Judges to have refused a trial. He might have dared ther 
to commit the act upon the Strength of precedent upon pre- 
cedent. He might have shewn that there had b . tr 
and that the verdict wasnulland void. He m; cher co 
victed Mr. Justice Best of the falsehood which * Bes “wt 
tempted to throw upon him (Mr. Cooper) nn d rt a 
shewn that the assertion of the J ud : iog't <a et 
peatedly complained of and dhiskak the fi recast of he 
prone he =. preamble that was read in the Court, vt : 

oo . . a 3 
that first and ‘in: llabetaaticaanen male rans 
on which she was to be tried. wee aid the common law, 
Cooper, or no o >, common abuse. Mr. 
é ne else, could have been 

assertion of Mr. Justice Best, beca score i 
falsehood, and an ‘invention for th 8 Storey peat 
and screen himself from the esuiee coven Air dered 

quence of his former rasb- 


ness: but ought not Mr. 
his affidavit amended Ae pelts required time to get 


aed upon the strenet ‘ 
expecied feature in the case? Ought e defendast to sie 
- guilt? “a and corrupt Judge will lie to cover bis 
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This mere outline of the matter is thrown out here under 
the presumption that the public are well acquainted with 
the particulars embraced, and as a prelude to Defendant’s 
Petition to the King. We shall proceed next week to 
comment upon the whole case from the beginning. 














TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 












MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 


THE Petition of Mary-Ann Carlile, late of London, book- 
seller, now under sentence of fine and imprisonment in your 
Majesty’s Gaol of Dorchester, humbly sheweth : 

That your Majesty’s Petitioner has, in the course of the 
present year, been exposed to two Indictments obtained 
against her by two prosecuting associations established in 
London, denominating themselves, the one a Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, the other a Constitutional Association ; 
the former attempting to suppress all theological discussion, 
under the vague and hypocritical pretence of suppressing 
blasphemy ; the latter warring against every public journal 
or pamphlet that calls in question the conduct of your Ma- 
jesty’s servants, under the tyrannical pretence of suppress- 
ing sedition, and evidently aiming jointly to stifle every spe- 
cies of complaint against existing ill-founded faiths, opi- 
nions, rules, practices, and authorities. 

And sheweth: That your Majesty’s Petitioner, after hav- 
ing been harassed by vexatious arrests, and having given 
bail to appear to answer to the aforesaid Indictments, 
pleaded—Not Guilty to each, in the Court of your Majesty’s 
Bench, in Easter ‘Term last, and on the twenty-fourth day of 
July appeared in Court again to defend herself against the 
charge of having published a blasphemous pamphlet, being 
prepared with a full and effectual defence, partly writ- 
ten and partly printed; but which defence was most ille- 
gally stopped, ‘and not allowed to go to the Jury, by Sir 
William Draper Best, Kant. one of the Justices of the Court 
of your.Majesty’s Bench, in consequence of its containing 
an expression that the Common Law, upon which it was 
pretended that your Majesty’s Petitioner was-tried, was 
common abuse, which expression the suppressed part of her 
defence fully explained and bore out, and which must have 
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convinced any honest and unprejudiced Jury of its propriety 
as matter of fact and matter of defence; by which your 
Majesty’s Petitioner was deprived of a lawful defence in an- 
swer to the Indictment, and the Jury were called upon by 
the Judge to return a verdict of Guilty, which they accord- 
ingly did, without hearing one-tenth portion, or any more 
than the-mere preamble of Petitioner’s defence. 

And sheweth: That, on the same day, your Majesty’s 
Petitioner, not being prepared to defend herself against both 
Indictments, employed Counsel to defend her against the 
charge of having published a seditious pampblet; which 
Counsel, having manfully withstood the frequent attempts of 
the aforesaid Judge to interrupt. him and suppress his de- 
fence, and having obtained a full and complete hearing, suc- 
ceeded in convincing eight of the Jurors of Petitioger’s in- 
nocence, who persisted in that conviction, after having been 
locked up with their fellows near twenty hours, and who 
were subsequently discharged without returning a verdict, 
the Counsel for both. parties having agreed to enter a nolle 
prosequi upon the case, as ils issue; which circumstance, as 
far as your Majesty’s Petitioner was interested, was equiva- 
lent toa verdict of Not Guilty; and your Majesty’s Peti- 
tioner verily believes, that had she been lawfully allowed to 
-make her defence in the former case, the result would have 
similar, or a verdict of Not Guilty would have been re- 
turned, as the pampblet indicted was particularly mild and 
harmless, and the milder Jf the two, and such as has not 
been selected for prosecution since the Stuarts were expelled 
‘from the throne of your Majesty’s realms; the passages in- 
dicted being nothing more than plain>matter of historical 
fact and moral notoriety. 

And sheweth: That as it isa maxim of the laws of Eng 
land, more common and notorious than any other maxim 
of our law, that no person aecused shall be condemned un- 
heard, and as this maxim is distinctly recognized in Magna 
Charta, and has been asserted again and again to be the 
very essence of our law, by different Judges, from the pre- 
sent up to the time of King John, and to be as valid and im- 

ortant as Trial by Jury itself, whenever the Government 

as been settled and free from civil dissensions, your Ma- 
jesty’s Petitioner submits to your Majesty’s knowledge and 
consideration, that this first and best principle of our law, 
which your Majesty bas so lately sworn to see justly executed, 
bas been violated in her p*rson ; first, by Sir William Dr 
Best, Kat., and stibsequentiy, by all the Judges of ‘that 
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Court, ia refusing your Majesty’s Petitioner a fair trial when 
duly applied for by her Counsel. 

And further sheweth: That a further violation of another 
of our best laws has been made in the case of your Majesty’s 
Petitioner, by the Judges of the Court of your Majesty’s 
Bench (in which the law supposes your Majesty to be al- 
ways present), in having passed a fine of five hundred 
pounds upon her, and twelve months imprisonment, and 
further imprisonment until such fine be paid; whereas, your 
Majesty’s Petitioner never possessed any other property than 
her own labour and industry, on which, from the age of six- 
teen years, she has been dependent for a livelihood from day 
to day, and even from hour to hour, whereby she is pre- 
cluded from the means of making her appeal to the House of 
Lords against the proceedings of the Court of your Majes- 
ty’s Bench, and has no view of a release from imprisonment 
but from public charity, or your Majesty’s knowledge and 
merciful consideration of her case. 

She further submits to your Majesty’s knowledge and con- 
sideration, that the imposition of such a fine upon a person 
never worth ten pounds, is a violation of ‘the Declaration of 
Rights, agreed to by King William the Third and Queen 
Mary, which says, that excessive fines shall not be-imposed, 
or such fines as an individual is notoriously unable to pay, 
and the support-of which Delaration of Rights forms your 
Majesty’s best title to the throne of these Realms, as the de- 
viation from the law and principles of this Declaration of 
Rights was the ground on which the male line of the tyran- 
nical family of the Stuarts was justly expelled from ‘that 
throne, at.the glorious Revolution of 1688, and which led to 
the calling over from Habover your Majesty’s ancéstor, 
George the First. 

Your Majesty’s Petitioner therefore prayeth, that, after 
your Majesty shall have ascertained the truth of the state- 
ments of this Petition, your Majesty will be most graciously 
pleased, either to order her liberation from this unjust aud 
legal imprisonment, or to instruct your Majesty’s Attorney 
to bring her case under review in the House of Lords, that 
her inability to meét the expence of such an appeal may 
not debar her from justice. 

And may it please your Majesty, 
Your Majesty’s Petitioner, 
~) asin Dut bound, will ever pray, 
ARY-ANN CARLILE. 
Dorchester Gaol, Decembe/ 4th, 1821. 
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My Lorp, Dorchester Gaol, Dec. Ath, 1821. 
I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a Petition to his 
Majesty, as the proper channel and most speedy method of 
having the same conveyed to his Majesty ; and I flatter my- 
self that its reception will be sufficiently gracious to procure 
me the object of its prayer, so as to preclude the necessity, 
on my part, of any appeal to Parliament. 


I am, my Lord, : 
Your Lordship’s obedient Servant, 
MARY ANN CARLILE. 


To Lord Viscount Sidmouth, Secretary 
of State for the Home Department. 





ADDRESS. TO THE PUBLIC, 





eee - te 


THE Committee for promoting and receiving Subscriptions in 
aid of Mr. Carlile, his Wife, and his Sister, now immured 
in Dorchester Gaol, with the infliction of an enormously 
oppressive fines, deem it incumbent on them publicly to 
thank those numerous, enlightened, and. liberal. supporters 


of full and free discussion on every topic connected with - 


Religion or Politics, who have so handsomely given their 
contributions to enable Mr. Carlile to withstand the deluge 
of persecution against himself and his family. ‘The real] 
character of the two Associations of Conspirators against 
the Freedom of the Press, is now become notorious and in- 
famous. The public are now aware they are composed of 
those, who, by means of tythes, church emoluments, sine- 
cures, grants, pensions, places, &c. revel in luxury on the 
produce of the labour and industry of the-population; and 
mo to support the system from which they derive all their 
surped power and gorgeous opulence, would rivet. the 
chains and perpetuate the miseries of the people. These 
conspirators have attacked Mr. Carlile with their united 
forces, determined to crush him as the champion of free 
discussion aud rational liberty. ‘The Committee feel unli- 
mited confidence in the discrimination, the generosity, and 
patriotism .of the Public, and are convinced the cause of 
Mr. Carlie will be identified: and supported as the-cause of 
the oppressed and insulted population. 
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The Committee would also consider it a dereliction of 
their duty, were they to let pass unnoticed the handsome 
manner in which the Editor of ** The Examiner,” has so 
ably defended Mr. Carlile against the malignant and un- 
christian attacks of the hired and prostituted journals of the 
day; but more especially against the abusive insolence of 
** The Times,” newspaper, the outrageous conduct of which 
in stigmatizing a man, who is “ honest enough to be bold, 
and bold enough to be honest;” is in direct-opposition to 
the mild precepts of Jesus, whose religion this impious 
Editor, so strenuously and hypocritically pretends to up- 
hold. 











RESOLUTIONS. 


The following Resolutions were passed unanimously at a public and 
respectable Meeting of the Friends of Mr. R. Carlile, held at 
the Paul’s Head, Catew'on-street, on Monday, the 12th of No- 
vember :—- 


1. That Liberty, civil and religious, is the natural and inalien- 
able right of mankind, 

2. That an infringement of such Liberty is an undue exercise 
of power, an act of myustice to the individual, and destructive of 
the best interests of society. 

3. That this Meeting ‘beholds with indignation and abhorrence 
an unconstitutional, illegal, and wicked conspiracy, by a few fac- 
tious, selfish, aiid designing men, embodied in a society for the 
evident purpose of suppressing all free discussion, political or re- 
ligious, except in behalf of existing corruptions and official abuses. 

4, That no real liberty or security can exist in a community, in 
which the most humble citizen may, by the notorious and flagrant 
persecution and oppression. of a factious conspiracy, be over- 
whelmed with ruin, without a chance of legal redress. 

5. That it is therefore the essential interest, and the most. sa- 
cred duty of the people, by all legal and practical means, to sup- 
port and protect such of their fellow-citizens as are suffering un- 
der the censorship and malicious prosecutions of so base and 
malignant a conspiracy. ; 

6. That this Meeting, as friendly to universal liberty and the 
right of free discussion, willingly embrace this opportunity of 
avowing their disapprobation of all attempts made by organized 
bodies to ruin any member of the community, for having honestly 
and conscientiously declared his sentiments on subjects-connected 
with systems of religion and politics. 

7. That the trial and. imprisonment of Mr. R. Carlile, for the 
alledged charge of blasphemy (a charge which no human tribunal 
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is competent to decide,) is an usurpation of the right of con- 

science, and an infringement of that mestimable liberty which all 

nS men by nature possess. 

| 8. That Mr, R. Carlile is entitled to the support of every sin- 
cere friend of ciyil and religious liberty, for the firm and un- 
daunted manner in which he has anjéomely advocated the right of 
free discussion, and for the manly and independent manner in 
which he has stood forward in support of the liberties of mankind. 

9. That this Meeting appeal with confidence to the Patriot and 
Philanthropist of every denomination, and to every liberal unbi- 
assed citizen, for his subscription in aid of Mr. R. Carlile and 
family. 

10. That a Subscription, in furtherance of the object of the 
preceding Resolution, be immediately entered into, and promoted 
in every district throughout the United Kingdom. 

11. That for the greater convenience of Subscribers, persons be 
apporated to receive Subscriptions in various parts of the metro- 

is. 
< 12. That the money so.raised be paid into the hands of the 
Committee, who sit every Monday evening, at Mr. R. Carlile’s, 55, 
Fleet-street, from six to ten o'clock. 
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_..N. B. The expences ofthe pubtic meeting, and all other 
_ €Xpences incidental to the proceedings of the Committee, ae 
are defrayed at their own cost. 
For the amount of part of the Subscriptions already paid 
ain to the Committee, see: Mr. Carlile’s 6th ‘‘ Address to the 
Reformers of Great Britain,” under the head “ London.” 
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Hh — THE BATTLE. 


Bridge-street against Fleet-street, in battle array! 
Bepimho' wills the conqueror’s wreath shall be crown’d ? 
Shall Murray and Sharp win the glorious day ! 
And ’thée banks of old Thames with their triumphs resound ? 
No, never! nor shall their more saintly compeers, 
v Who for virtue profeés such superlative love, 
| vAwaken, for:one transient moment, our fears, | 
For Freedom and Reason victorious must prove. 
‘ w. R. : 
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“Printed and Published by R. CARLALE, 55, Fleet Street, 


